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Nothing is more relaxing than reading a 
good book, but what if there’s a twist in 
reading? Kawameeh Middle School 
students and teachers are going through 
a book-based competition that will blow 
your book covers off! This competition is 
known as the Battle of the Books. Each 
grade has a few teams, who are required 
to read and analyze four books in total. 
During the Battle, the team who answers 
the most questions right about the books 
claim victory. However, if an eighth 
grader team wins, they have to go 
against the teacher team, which is 
definitely a challenge. One eighth grader 
team is currently preparing for the 
competition, since the other team 
dropped out due to the upcoming play. 
Each person from both teams finished 
reading their second book out of the four 
required, and it’s getting closer and 
closer to the real deal. Since there is only 
one eighth grader team, they would have 
to go straight to the teachers-versus-
students round, which can be pretty 
exciting, especially for the eighth grade 
team. A fellow teammate from the eighth 
grade team, Karina Ortiz, claims that “as 
the competition gets closer I get more 
excited. It's not that nerve-wracking 
because I believe in my team, plus it's 
super exciting to get the results. So far I 
have enjoyed all the books I have read. I 
might even buy some of them to reread 
or for my sisters to read. No matter how 
merciless the other teams are, our team 
is going to win. Another eighth grade 
teammate, Baylena Augustin, states, “I'm 
super pumped for the Battle competition! 
I wasn't able to participate in 6th grade, 
and COVID struck last year, so this 
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year's contest means a lot to me. 
Before I leave for high school, I want to 
be able to take part and create my last 
memories at Kawameeh, so 
participating in this club allows me to 
do so in a fun and engaging way. This 
sounds a bit cliché, but the Battle 
books are the best! When I first pick up 
a battle book, especially ones I'm 
unfamiliar with, I am sometimes 
skeptical and often judge the book by 
its cover. However, once I dig into the 
books, I become overwhelmed with 
AMAZING PLOTS, great characters, 
and so much more! In fact, I even 
sometimes compare these books to TV 
dramas because of their great storyline 
and development.” She’d also like to 
add that her team is coming for 
whoever stands in the way of victory. 
On the flip side, Mrs. Winters, a 
teacher who is competing against the 
students, had to say. “Both the seventh 
and eighth grade teams have made 
their intentions to beat our staff team 
very clear. While I do enjoy that the 
competitiveness of the battle helps 
motivate them to read and work 
together; as we get closer to the battle, 
I'd like to remind them that there will be 
no mercy when going against our team. 
Admittedly, I do not know every student 
involved in battle- particularly the sixth 
graders- but from what I do know about 
the seventh and eighth grade teams, it 
will be a fierce competition.” She also 
added a very strong comment after the 
interview: “It's GORDAN. KORMAN.” 
I’m guessing she never let go of what 
happened in a past Battle…  
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Love is in the air! 
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Love is in the air and 
cupid is getting ready to 

shoot some arrows! 
Valentine’s Day, also 

known as Saint 
Valentine’s Day, is a day 

we celebrate love.  
This holiday is known for 

giving chocolates, 
flowers, cards, etc. to 

your loved ones. 
However, Valentine’s day 
originated from a Roman 

Festival. The festival, 
Lupercalia, is held in the 
middle of February. What 
are some ways you can 
celebrate? Go to a nice 
meal with your friends, 

make a card, buy sweets, 
and/or watch a romantic 
movie. Even if you don’t 
have a Valentine, you 

deserve to treat yourself! 
Read a book, binge 

watch your favorite show, 
or anything that makes 

you happy. Happy 
Valentine’s everyone! 
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Volunteering & What Matters by Athena Dagdag 
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The KMS PTA is always looking for your 

help so we can reach our budget goal for 

this school year. Events such as the 6th & 

7th Grade Ice Cream Socials, KMS Staff 

Holiday Luncheon, & other great events 

are sponsored by the PTA.  We also 

support our school’s P.A.C. by purchasing 

playbill advertisements.  Our largest 

expense each year goes to our own 8th 

Graders, by providing graduation portfolios 

for each student, making a donation to the 

yearbook committee, and purchasing the 

prestigious Kawameeh Chief Awards.  

 

Find out more at  
https://kawameeh.memberhub.com/store 

 

 

The PTA Executive Board 

 

 By volunteering, you are giving back to your community. You may think, “What has my community 
done for me that I have to pay them back?” But if you think about it this way, your community is a big family 
that you are a part of. As a family, it is our job to cooperate with each other and work together. If one 
person goes down, we need to help them back up, and then that act of kindness will be repaid. We should 
be doing something to help each other; to make a difference in each other’s lives that will have a lasting 
effect. According to HelpGuide.org, “Volunteering allows you to connect to your community and make it a 
better place. Even helping out with the smallest tasks can make a real difference to the lives of people, 
animals, and organizations in need.” Giving to your community can make a big difference, no matter how 
big or small your act is. All that really matters is that you gave it the thought to do it in the first place. 
Additionally, you can build your relationships with others through volunteering. For instance, if you and 
another person volunteer at your local animal shelter, chances are that you both love animals. That is 
something you have in common with them, and from there you can grow your relationship. In some special 
cases, the people that you meet are good friends that will stick with you for the long run.  

Kawameeh Middle School students in Mrs. Kelly’s 8th Grade Honors English classes decorated 
boxes and wrote letters to be delivered to Ukrainian refugees who have fled to Poland. Boxes were filled 
with donated supplies such as diapers, wipes, formula, and medical necessities and will be shipped as part 
of efforts made by Be the Change NJ. We are currently working on a charity project within our curriculum 
titled “Unit 3: What Matters” when we decided THIS is something that matters to US!   
 

In this article, we are highlighting Mrs. Stabler, one of the amazing 
science teachers at Kawameeh! Mrs. Stabler has been teaching for thirteen 
years! She is such an amazing teacher and has amazing relationships with her 
students. Mrs. Stabler describes herself as “passionate, organized and smart.” 
These are all very true, but especially her having passion. Mrs. Stabler does not 
lack passion and in fact, describes her teaching style as “doing anything to get 
students interested and engaged.”  

Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Stabler by Emily Filian 

 

She is such a great teacher, not only 
because of her passion but also because of her own 
understanding of the topics she teaches. She hopes 
that students can exit her class learning to question 
and find evidence for things they are curious about. 
When asked about a good memory she had, she 
said, “In 2018, I received Teacher of the Year and I 
think of it as a fond memory.” Indeed, it is and she 
was very deserving of that award. Mrs. Stabler’s 
favorite part about teaching is getting to know her 
students and teaching them science. In conclusion, 
Mrs. Stabler is an awesome teacher and hopefully, 

in this article, you learned a little bit more about 
her. 
 


